Congress of the Anited Stateg
Bouse of Repregentatives
Waspington, B.C. 20515

July 25, 2002

The Honorable Christine Whitman
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Whitman:

We are writing to urge you not to pursue regulatory changes to the New Source Review
(NSR) program of the Clean Air Act in a manner that would result in more emissions from a new
or existing pollution source than could occur under today’s NSR rules.

Unfortunately, we are concerned that the changes recently announced by EPA would do
just that. For example, we oppose changes the Administration has announced which would
allow a facility to choose a baseline of emissions that would allow actual pollution to increase
dramatically without triggering NSR requirements. Additionally, we are concerned that
changing the definition of routine maintenance will jeopardize the important NSR enforcement
cases.

Any changes to the NSR rules undertaken by EPA should not allow the air to become
dirtier for local communities. Nor should it make it more difficult for states to limit air pollution
and to meet tough new standards for fine particulate and ozone pollution. We urge your personal
attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Member of Congress










